As the election campaign continues, organizations that provide supports to persons with disabilities
have been asking candidates for their party’s position on what they will do to ensure that people living
with disabilities receive the supports and services they need to thrive.
Here’s a sample of the types of questions that political parties are being asked:
Easter Seals Ontario: “What will you do to ensure the service system is better integrated to provide
seamless service delivery to families requiring supports for their children? What supports will your
government introduce to help families navigate the system? Will you implement the Special Needs
Strategy?” (http://www.easterseals.org/how-you-can-help/government-relations)
Community Living Toronto: “If your party is elected, will you commit to ending the wait for funding and
supports to people with a developmental disability and their families and stabilizing services by
committing to the $810 million over three years promised in the proposed 2014 provincial budget?”
(http://cltoronto.ca/endthewait-for-people-with-a-developmental-disability-and-their-families/)
Autism Ontario: “The most recent Liberal budget announced $810 million dollars to reduce the waiting
list for housing and other developmental disabilities services. What is your party prepared to do to
support transitions to and through adulthood?”
(http://www.autismontario.com/Client/ASO/AO.nsf/object/2014OntarioElection/$file/Engaing+your+lo
cal+candidate+document.pdf)

Here’s an update on this week’s Election Campaign Activities:

What do voters think?
In a poll asking Ontarians how they plan to vote in the June 12th election, 39% said that they would
support the Progressive Conservatives, 30% would support the Liberals, and 24% would support the
New Democrats. Only 7% confirmed that they would support the Green Party.
(Source: Ipsos-Reid, Wednesday, May 14)
Another polling firm asked voters: “If a provincial election were held tomorrow, which party would you
vote for?” The Liberal Party led with support from 37% of voters, followed by 30% choosing the
Progressive Conservatives, and 21% selecting the New Democrats. The Green Party remained steady
with 7% of the vote while 5% were either undecided or would choose other parties.
(Source: EKOS Research, Friday, May 16, 2014)

In comparison, a third poll placed the Liberal Party and the Progressive Conservative Party tied for voter
support, with 33% of the vote. The New Democrats obtained 26% of the vote, while the Green Party
maintained 6% of the vote and 2% chose other parties.
(Source: Abacus Data Inc., Friday, May 16, 2014)

What’s happening on the campaign trail?
Liberal Party


Premier Wynne confirms that her party will support investments in services for persons with
developmental disabilities, including autism supports: "Had our budget passed, had the NDP
and the Conservatives not decided to defeat our budget, we would already be implementing
that budget and that $810 million [for developmental disability supports] would have begun to
be spent." (Source: cbc.ca)

Progressive Conservative Party


Mr. Hudak promises that if elected, his party would make more funding available to social
services. His comments were made following an incident this week where a parent who has a
child with autism was prepared to give up custody of her daughter to the Ministry of
Community and Social Services. (Source: cbc.ca)

New Democratic Party


Ms. Horwath promises to focus on targeting investments in emergency rooms to help ease
pressures on hospitals, saying: “the NDP plan will put patients first.” If given the opportunity to
lead Ontario, the New Democratic Party plans to cut emergency room wait times in half by
hiring 250,000 new nurses, creating 1,400 more long-term care beds, opening 50 new 24-hour
family health clinics, and implementing a 5-day home care guarantee. (Source: ontariondp.ca)

Stay tuned for the next update on May 28th!

